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NEWS RELEASE 
 

Metrion Biosciences appoints Chief Operating Officer and Head of 

Business Development 
 

• Andrew Southan promoted to Chief Operating Officer  

• James Beaumont joins Metrion as Head of Business Development 
 

Cambridge, UK, 2 May 2017: Metrion Biosciences Limited (Metrion), the specialist ion 

channel CRO and drug discovery company, today announced the promotion of 

Andrew Southan to Chief Operating Officer and the appointment of James 

Beaumont as Head of Business Development. 

 

The changes further strengthen Metrion’s senior management structure and, via the 

appointment of a highly-experienced business development executive, will facilitate 

the identification and execution of further growth opportunities for the company.  

James Beaumont brings to Metrion over 20 years’ sales, business development and 

marketing experience within the pharmaceutical and biotechnology sector and an 

extensive network of senior level contacts across Europe, North America and New 

Zealand.  James initially trained as a chemist and obtained both his honours degree 

and MSc from the University of Sheffield. James has successfully managed 

multimillion sales budgets within the CRO life sciences sector.    

 

The appointment of Andrew Southan to the post of Chief Operating Officer 

continues Metrion’s growth strategy, initiated in 2016, and aims to ensure the 

company continues to provide clients with outstanding quality drug discovery 

services.  Andrew joined Metrion in October 2016 and has over 25 years’ experience 
within the life sciences sector, including 14 years managing CRO services.    

 

Dr Keith McCullagh, Chairman of Metrion Biosciences said: “Andy Southan has 

made a major contribution to Metrion since joining the business last year as Head of 

Commercial Operations.  Andy’s promotion to COO reflects Metrion’s rapid growth 
and the confidence we have in his management capabilities.   

 

At the same time, we are delighted to welcome James Beaumont to Metrion.  He 

brings a wealth of experience from senior roles in sales and business development at 

a variety of life science CRO companies, including Evotec, Aptuit and New Zealand 

Pharmaceuticals.” 



 

 

  
 

 

Registered in England and Wales number 9669815, registered office as above. 

 

Metrion Biosciences Ltd 

Riverside 3, Suite 1 

Granta Park  

Cambridge  

CB21 6AD 

United Kingdom 

 

 

James Beaumont commented: “I look forward to contributing to Metrion’s future 
growth.  The field of ion channel drug discovery is in its infancy and there is a major 

opportunity to bring the Company’s technical leadership in this field to the 

international drug discovery and safety testing markets.”  
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Contacts 
 

For press enquiries 

Katie Odgaard 

Zyme Communications 

E-mail: katie.odgaard@zymecommunications.com  

Tel: +44 (0)7787 502 947 
 

Keith McCullagh PhD 

Chairman, Metrion Biosciences 

E-mail: keith.mccullagh@metrionbiosciences.com 

 

About Metrion Biosciences 

Metrion Biosciences is a specialist ion-channel contract research organisation and 

drug discovery business.  The Company provides customers with access to a range 

of high quality ion channel assays on a fee-for-service or collaboration basis.  Metrion 
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Biosciences’ specialist ion channel expertise includes an industry leading panel of in 

vitro cardiac ion channel safety assays, translational native cell and phenotypic 

assays for neurological and cardiotoxicity testing, and a range of other ion channel 

screening services such as cell line development and optimisation.  Metrion 

Biosciences is able to provide tailored assay formats, data analysis and reporting 

solutions, effective project management and quality assured data packages. For 

more information, see: www.metrionbiosciences.com 
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